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addressed through early mobilization of
technology and knowledge. A major
objective of the annual summit will be to
involve the business sector as closely as
possible in the discussions and delibera-
tions.

The Summit will offer you and other
participants an opportunity to get to
know and build relationships and net-
works with top-level leaders from
other Governments as well as with the
business and research communities. It
seeks to provide a platform to Central
and Eastern European countries and
the newly independent States for a
more sustainable and innovative devel-
opment aimed at fostering economical,
environmental and social benefits at
the national and regional levels.

You will be able to present your coun-
try’s own input and make your impact
on the process. Although it will rely
heavily on the expertise, knowledge and
experience of foresight experts, the
Summit is not a conference for "fore-
sighters". It will cater primarily to deci-
sion makers, who will be empowered by
applying technology foresight as a policy
instrument to make informed and intelli-
gent decisions for quality development.

So far most technology foresight exercis-
es have been conducted at the national
level. The UNIDO Technology
Foresight Summit will pioneer efforts to

look at the benefits to be gained at the
regional, supranational and sub-national
levels. In attempting to foresee the
future—what the economy or industry
will be like in 20 or 30 years’ time—it is
often thought that there is only one
given future and in order to be prepared
for it one must attempt to predict what it
will be like as intelligently as possible.
Yet actually there are several possible
versions of how the future could and
would evolve, depending on what is
done in the meanwhile, what choices are
made, what decisions taken. Technology
foresight is a methodology and process
based on this latter approach.

We very much hope that we have been
able to attract and develop your interest
in participating in the Technology
Foresight Summit 2003 and that we will
be able to welcome you among our con-
tributors in March. 

Your participation is important to us
and to the success of the Summit. 
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Welcome

István Csillag 

Minister of Economy 
and Transport,

Hungary

Carlos Magariños  

Director-General, 
United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization

UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION

Recent years have been marked by
the dramatic impact of numerous
technological innovations, which have
brought about major changes in eco-
nomic structures and in daily life.

The growth in productivity spurred by
innovation and technological change is
the main driving force in the process of
economic growth, both in industrialized
and developing countries, and its con-
tribution will increase in the future. The
United Nations Industrial Develop-
ment Organization (UNIDO) has
embarked on an interactive discussion
among member States and different
actors about the formulation of eco-
nomic policy, geared in particular to

identifying the determinants of innova-
tion and technological progress in
developing countries. The aim of the
Organization is to stimulate studies to
map out the challenges and opportuni-
ties involved and to develop and dis-
seminate methodologies to face those
challenges. Technology foresight is one
of the most promising means of doing
this, as the experience of industrial
countries and corporations has elo-
quently demonstrated. 

Through regional initiatives, UNIDO
promotes the concept of technology
foresight as a tool for forward-looking
strategic decision-making and policy
formulation that will improve the condi-
tions for innovation and induce eco-
nomic growth, thus enhancing the qual-
ity of life in developing countries and
countries with economies in transition.
As a major component of those initia-
tives, we have pleasure to announce the
Technology Foresight Summit 2003, to
be held in Budapest from 27 to 29
March 2003, and to offer you an oppor-
tunity to make a contribution to it.

It is planned to establish a flagship annu-
al event to bring together policy repre-
sentatives at the highest level, top busi-
ness leaders and heads of research insti-
tutions to discuss future trends,
strengths and weaknesses and opportu-
nities and threats facing their regions,
countries and companies, which can be
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selected scientific achievements and
the industrial market;

• The Fair of the Future, where chief
executive officers (CEOs) and indus-
trial decision makers will present
their visions of the future, their views
on the likely development of their
respective industries and on industry-
led future trends and perspectives in
the highlight area;

• A ministerial round table will bring
together top governmental decision
makers dealing with technology as a
tool to enhance the productivity and
competitiveness of the economy at
the national and regional levels. The
focus of the 2003 ministerial round
table will be European integration
and the effect of the integration
process on the industrial development
of the region. The round table will be
the lead-in event to the 2004
Foresight Summit, which will have
integration as its highlight area. 

Major research studies will describe
present conditions and future pros-
pects of selected industrial sectors,
such as the automotive industry and
agro-food processing.

Significant outcomes expected from
the Summit are:

• Enhanced awareness among decision
makers of the importance of technology

foresight in fostering competitiveness
and innovation in the region;

• Important recommendations for
high-level decision makers to encour-
age, initiate and implement foresight
exercises in selected highlighted
areas;

• Identification of specific and relevant
regional "hot" issues.
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Technology Foresight Summit 2003, Budapest

The Technology Foresight Summit is
a flagship annual event of the
Regional Initiative on Technology
Foresight for Central and Eastern
Europe and the Newly Independent
States of the United Nations
Industrial Development Organiza-
tion (UNIDO). 

It is intended to respond to the need for
a vision of the mid- and long-term
development of the region as well as
for a more technology-oriented focus in
the relevant national and regional
knowledge-based institutions.

The event will bring together policy
representatives at the highest level, top
business leaders and heads of research
institutions to discuss future trends,
strengths and weaknesses and opportu-
nities and threats facing their countries,
companies and regions, which can be
addressed through early mobilization

of technology and knowledge. 

A major objective of the annual summit
will be to involve the business sector as
closely as possible in the discussions
and deliberations. Each summit will be
devoted to a challenging highlight area.
For the 2003 Summit, biotechnology
has been selected as the highlight area.
The 2003 Summit will also address the
impact of European integration on
local industry in a development per-
spective.

The 2003 Summit is being organized in
cooperation with the Government of
Hungary and co-financed by the
Government of Austria. 

The Summit will consist of four com-
ponents:

• Technology foresight panels, pre-
senting best practices in developing
and applying technology foresight
for strategic decision-making, con-
centrating on practical issues for
local industry;

• The Biotechnology Prospective
Forum is the highlight area, where
biomedical, agricultural and environ-
mental aspects of biotechnology will
be presented, with emphasis both on
legislative, regulatory, consumer
acceptance and educational issues
and on European Union connections.
Outreach lectures will focus on
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Abstracts of the biotechnology
prospective component will be circu-
lated prior to the Summit; all materials,
including the rapporteur’s report, will
be made available after the Summit.
The outcome of the Biotechnology
Prospective Forum will take the form
of communiqués, articles and booklets. 

The expected results of the event will be:

• An interactive overview of the field,
which will increase the awareness of
decision makers and the foresight
community as a whole of the problems
of biotechnology and its specific use
for countries with economies in
transition;

• The initiation of biotechnology fore-
sight studies in countries of the region;

• Important contacts formed between
participants and key biotechnology
players in the region;

• Identification of specific problems to
be addressed by foresight studies and
other governmental/non-governmental
decision-making means;

• Development and strengthening of
ties and enhanced cooperation
among scientists, the biotechnology
industry and Governments.

Taken together, these elements are
expected to have a considerable positive
impact on the development of biotech-
nology in the region.
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The Biotechnology Prospective Forum

Biotechnology will be the highlight
area of the 2003 Summit and its
future role in countries with
economies in transition will be dis-
cussed in a forum event. The
Prospective Forum will provide an
overview of future challenges and
opportunities in biotechnology in the
context of the region of Central and
Eastern Europe and the Newly
Independent States.

The objective of the Forum is to help
governmental and industrial decision
makers to formulate and strengthen
their vision of perspectives and options
and to promote interactivity among
key biotechnology players in the region
with a view to shaping their future.

Those key biotechnology players are:

• Academic and industrial researchers
and developers

• Companies involved in the biotech-
nology industry

• Government-level decision makers
involved in defining the financial and
legal environment for research and
development as well as for industrial
production in the field.

The Biotechnology Prospective Forum
will consist of four consecutive sessions
of 1 1/2 hours each, covering:

• Human health and the pharmaceuti-
cal industry

• The agro-food industry
• The environment
• Cross-cutting issues such as 

regulation, legislation, patenting,
public perception and intellectual
property rights.

The first three thematic sessions are
aimed at a specialized audience (40-
100), while the final plenary session is
intended for all those participating in
the Summit.

Each session will start with a keynote
address (25-50 minutes), presenting
the state of the art in the particular
field, providing a brief review of each
biotechnology area within the geo-
graphical context and pointing to
major tendencies in future development.
The keynote address will be followed
by a small number of highlight contri-
butions (15-25 minutes), which will
take the form of presentations rather
than discussions, each concentrating
on a topic of importance.

Each thematic session will be led by a
chairman and a rapporteur will sum-
marize the findings in writing. Those
findings will be presented as required
at the ministerial round table and during
other sessions of the Summit.
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(iv) Environmental protection;
(v) Information and communication
technology and electronics;
(vi) The automotive industry;
(vii) The agro-food industry.

Summaries of all the related presenta-
tions will be provided prior to the
Summit, so that participants can
express their opinions and make pro-
posals and comments. The duration of
each panel will be 1 1/2 hours, half of
which will be devoted to discussion;

(c) Conclusions and recommendations.
In the closing plenary session the most
important results of the panels will be
presented to the participants of the
ministerial round table.

Speakers and contributors will be
selected from among respected profes-
sional experts from several countries
and high-level decision and policy
makers of the region.

Participants are expected to include
high-level governmental representa-
tives, members of the business and
research communities, representatives
of non-governmental organizations and
of leading corporations and experts
from countries with experience in con-
ducting technology foresight exercises.
The business sector will be involved as
closely as possible in the discussions
and deliberations.
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The Technology Foresight Panels

The technology foresight panels rep-
resent the thematic core of the annu-
al summit. In Central and Eastern
Europe and the Newly Independent
States it is widely recognized that
introducing foresight as a policy
instrument to reach consensus among
diverse societal actors is a very timely
and important exercise as part of the
transition process. 

A further objective is to promote joint
foresight activities in different countries.
The resulting foresight networks will
foster cooperation between countries
and between regions within countries.

The technology foresight panels will
present best practices in developing
and applying technology foresight for

strategic decision-making and will
serve as a platform for building common
visions to face future challenges and
opportunities for strategic industrial
production chains in the region. The
panels will conduct sector-specific
scanning of "hot" issues in the region
and prepare recommendations to deci-
sion makers. The results of the panel
discussions will form the basis for
specific technology foresight studies on
the respective sectors.

The technology foresight panels will
consist of the following elements:

(a) Plenary session. The first plenary
session will introduce the foresight
exercise as a decision-making and
consensus-building tool for creating a
knowledge-based society and enhancing
industrial innovation, and its specific
role in countries with economies in
transition.
(b) Thematic panels. The thematic
panels will provide a framework for
discussion and analysis of the chal-
lenges and opportunities expected to
arise over the next 5-20 years in
Central and Eastern Europe and the
newly independent States in strategic
areas such as:
(i) National and sub-national technology
foresight;
(ii) Corporate and regional-level tech-
nology foresight;
(iii) Transportation and logistics;
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At the round-table discussions, ministers
will be invited to present their perspec-
tives on issues specific to their respective
countries within the broader context of
supranational issues. A senior peer
moderator will facilitate the discus-
sions and proceedings.

The working lunch and the round-
table discussions will last two hours
each. Depending on the number of
participants, each minister will make a
presentation of 10-15 minutes, to be
followed by discussions led by the senior
moderator. 
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Ministerial round table
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Ministerial round table

The ministerial round table will be
held on the last day of the Summit
and will serve as the formal forum for
ministerial participation. 

The focus of the ministerial round table
will be the effects of the European
integration process on industrial devel-
opment in the region. 

Within the framework of the Summit,
the ministerial round table will also be
the event where participants will have
the opportunity to get to know and
build relationships and networks with
top-level leaders from other
Governments. The ministerial round
table is expected to contribute greatly
to achieving the final goal of the tech-
nology foresight Summit: responding
to the need for a vision of the mid- and
long-term development of Central and
Eastern Europe as well as for a more
technology-oriented focus in the rele-
vant national and regional knowledge-
based institutions. It will also seek to
find new ways to promote cooperation
among countries with economies in
transition for a more sustainable and
innovative development aiming at
fostering economic, environmental and
social benefits at the national and
regional levels.

At the ministerial round table, ministers
will be able to present their country’s
own views and make their impact on
the process. 

The ministerial round table is closely
related to and dependent upon the other
three components and shares with them
the concept of the entire technology
foresight Summit. Within that frame-
work it will be the highest-level gather-
ing ever of governmental decision makers
dealing with technology foresight and
its potential as a policy instrument and
will enable them to interact with the
business and research communities.

As well as dealing with the impact of
European Union expansion and the
integration process on local industry,
the ministerial event will be instrumental
in communicating Summit recommen-
dations to decision-making bodies and
attracting international media attention.

The ministerial round table will consist
of a working lunch and round-table
discussions, which will be open to all
participants. Throughout the Summit,
interaction between ministers and
other participants will be encouraged
and facilitated.

At the working lunch, two keynote
speakers will make presentations. The
speakers will be authorities on future
studies and technology progress and
their presentations will deal with the
impact of integration on industrial
development in general and the fore-
sight process in particular and on how
the foresight process can help meet
criteria for integration.



ment-level decision makers and CEOs,
leaders of biotechnology venture capi-
tal funds, as well as scientists and
researchers involved in the field of
biotechnology and technology foresight,
will be assisted in general:

• To identify priorities
• To discover new ideas
• To recognize threats
• To place special emphasis on providing

assistance and support for start-up
biotechnological companies

• To put the region on the map of the
international biotechnology "scene"
and introduce it to the potential
investors.

Another potential achievement of the
Fair would be highlighting the impor-
tance of regional biotechnology fund-
ing mechanisms and encouraging
Governments to identify sources of
financing to support the growth of the
biotechnology sector in their respective
countries.

Reference and Summit materials

Prior to the Summit participants will
receive the following documentation:
• Conference pre-announcement, appli-

cation form and attached question-
naire.

During the Summit they will receive:

• All presentations made during plenary
sessions and panel meetings

• Summaries and findings of keynote
presentations and contributions of
the selected panel.

After the Summit:

• A written record of the results of the
Summit. 
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The Fair of the Future

As an industry dedicated event of the
2003 Summit, the Fair of the Future
will constitute an opportunity for
players of the biotechnology industry
and research to present their ideas,
concerns, products, achievements
and markets in two forms:

• Physically, through prototypes,
state-of-the-art exhibits and visual
concepts; 

• "Virtually", through posters, videos,
photos and PowerPoint presenta-
tions. 

The Fair of the Future will cover various
fields of biotechnology from pharma-
ceutical products to environmental
cleaning. The Fair will open its doors
for companies to present their views on
important subjects for the biotechnology
industry in Central and Eastern
Europe and the newly independent
States. The Fair will also serve as a
platform for presentation of market
opportunities for those who are aiming
at setting up biotechnological compa-
nies or finding partnerships. In that
connection, the Fair will provide par-
ticipants with practical information on
how to set up and manage biotechno-
logical enterprises in a professional
way. In cooperation with the
Hungarian Biotechnological Associat-
ion, experts will give lectures at the
Fair on this subject. Those professionals

will include leaders of biotechnology
venture capital funds, of pharmaceutical
companies, the agro-food industry and
agro-food processing and biotechno-
logical companies and experts working
in the governmental sector and dealing
with assistance provided for the
biotechnology sector and lecturers
from biotechnological companies present
in the region.

The Fair of the Future is intended,
finally, as a tool to promote discussion
on competition, innovation and strategic
decision-making, to promote interac-
tion between the governmental, business,
finance and research communities and
to encourage CEOs and industrial
decision makers and venture capital
funds to present their own achieve-
ments and perspectives.

To facilitate all these activities, exhibition
booths, meeting rooms with PC with
Internet connections and LCD projec-
tors for videos, DVD and PowerPoint
presentations will be made available. 

The Fair will be open to the public and
to participants at the Summit for the
duration of the event.

As the outcome of the Fair of the
Future, by creating an opportunity for
visual presentations and parallel dis-
cussions, it is expected that govern-
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Reference materials and programme

Technology Foresight Summit 2003

28 March 2003 29 March 2003

TF 4: The Future of

Environment - the

Environment of the

Future

TF 5: Information

and Communication

Technologies -

Pervasive Electronics

TF 6: Information

and Communication

Technologies -

Application Trends

& Social issues

BT 1: Biotechnology

and the Biomedical

Industry

BT 2: Biotechnology,

Food and

Agriculture

BT 3: Biotechnology

and the Environment

TF 8: Automotive

Industries at Cross-

Roads

TF 7: Prospects and

New Technologies

for the Agro-food

Industry

Plenary: 

Rapport of the Technology Foresight Panels

Ministerial Round Table on the impact of the

European Union enlargement and integration

process on the local industry

Closing CeremonyPlenary: 

Cross-cutting issues on Biotechnology

Prior to the Summit participants will
receive the following documentation:

• Conference pre-announcement, appli-
cation form and attached questionnaire.

During the Summit they will receive:

• All presentations made during plenary
sessions and panel meetings

• Summaries and findings of keynote
presentations and contributions of
the selected panel.

After the Summit:
• A written record of the results of the

Summit. 
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Reference materials and programme

27 March 2003

Fair of the Future

Opening Ceremony 

Plenary:

Knowledge-based

Society, Innovation

and Technology

Foresight

Reception

TF 1: Foresight at

National and Sub-

national Level

TF 2: Foresight at

Corporate and

Regional (Multi-

country) Level

TF 3: Emerging

Technologies for

Transportation and

Logistic



Situated on the picturesque Margaret
Island, with rooms overlooking the
Danube or a magnificent park, the
Thermal Hotel Danubius is the ideal
venue for a Summit where highest-
level politicians, economic decision
makers, leading players of industry
and outstanding researchers can meet.

Although the island is located central-
ly, so that virtually all of Budapest’s
main attractions are within easy reach,
the hotel is away from the noise of the
city. Its services include a health spa,
related special medical services, a
business centre, beauty salons, aroma
bath, sauna, jacuzzi, indoor and out-
door swimming pools, fitness facilities,
fine restaurants and cafés.

The Technology Foresight Summit
2003 will be held in Budapest from
27 to 29 March 2003.
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The venue 

Budapest, the capital of Hungary, will
have the honour to play host to the
Technology Foresight Summit 2003.

Located on either side of the Danube,
the Hungarian capital is home to 1.8
million inhabitants, renowned for their
hospitality to the millions of visitors
attracted here from all over the world
by the city’s historic areas and build-
ings. These include such World
Heritage sites as the Castle District or
Andrássy út as well as the city’s theatres,
museums, the Opera House, Turkish
baths, the Chain Bridge (Lánchíd)
over the Danube, the continent’s first
underground and last, but certainly not
least, Hungarian cuisine.

One of Budapest’s main attractions,
Margaret Island, is the site of the
Thermal Hotel Danubius, the venue of
the Technology Foresight Summit 2003. 
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Photos: UNIDO / N. Falcon Castro

Web page: http://www.unido.org/tfsummit2003
Application form: http://wirving.gfx.hu/applicationform.html

FOR TECHNICAL ASPECTS

Mr. Ricardo Seidl da Fonseca
Programme Manager, PTC/IPT
United Nations Industrial Development
Organization
Vienna International Centre
PO Box 300
A-1400 Vienna, Austria
Tel.: +43 1 26026 3737
Fax: +43 1 26026 6808
e-mail: R.Seidl-da-Fonseca@unido.org

Ms. Claudia Kaufmann
Project Secretary, PTC/IPT
United Nations Industrial Development
Organization
Vienna International Centre
PO Box 300
A-1400 Vienna, Austria
Tel.: +43 1 2606 3434
Fax: +43 1 26026 6808
e-mail: c.kaufmann@unido.org

Mr. Péter Kulcsár
Director
Hungarian Economy Analysis Nonprofit
Company
Honvéd u. 20/a
1055 Budapest
Hungary
Tel.: +36 1 373-0170
Fax: + 36 1 373 0188
e-mail: kulcsar.peter@gazdasagelemzo.hu

Ms. Márta Kifer
Project Assistant
Hungarian Economy Analysis Nonprofit
Company
Honvéd u. 20/a
H-1055 Budapest
Hungary
Tel.: + 36 1 373 0192
Fax: + 36 1 373 0188 
e-mail: kifer.marta@gazdasagelemzo.hu

FOR LOGISTIC AND ORGANIZATIONAL
ASPECTS

Ms. Anikó Soltész
Managing Director
SEED Foundation for Small Enterprise
Economic Development
Rómer Flóris u. 22-24
1024 Budapest
Hungary
Tel: +36 1 212 2179
Fax: +36 1 212 2179
e-mail: seed@hungary.com

Ms. Laura Ungváry
Project Assistant
SEED Foundation for Small Enterprise
Economic Development
Rómer Flóris u. 22-24
1024 Budapest
Hungary
Tel: +36 1 212 2179
Fax: +36 1 212 2179
e-mail: laura.seed@hungary.com
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